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In Jewish tradition, our celebration of the Sabbath is intended to be a precursor for 

how we will behave in the Messianic time – a time of peace, a time of wholeness, an era that 

actually will usher in another time in rabbinic tradition, the World to Come. In the Talmud, that 

great gathering of discussion and commentary by the ancient rabbis, there are many visions 

of how the Messianic time will be and how our observance of the Sabbath NOW should 

anticipate it. One such text reads:  

“A man should not go out on the Sabbath carrying a sword, a bow, a shield, a 

lance, or a spear. And in fact if he does go out with them, he is required to bring a 

sin-offering. R. Eliezer objected: ‘They are his ornaments’ he said. But the majority 

of the other rabbis replied: ‘They are in fact nothing more than something that 

brings reproach to him, a shameful, public disgrace, an obscenity, something 

grossly wrong and vicious for it is said: (Isa. 2:4). “And they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks..." (Shabbat 63b) 

 

The rabbis knew they needed to stand for a value in THIS world so that it might 

become ACTUAL in the NEXT world. This notion is also reflected in these words by the poet 

Danny Siegel: 

“If you always assume the man sitting next to you is the Messiah 

Waiting for some simple human kindness– 

You will soon come to weigh your words and watch your hands. 

And if he so chooses not to reveal himself in your time– 

It will not matter.”  

 

 Both the ancient rabbis and the poet assume that in order to BRING the Messianic 

time, EARN the Messianic time, we must act as if it’s already here. In the Messianic time, we 

will be peaceful, truthful; we will care about one another, be committed to and concerned 



about each other’s welfare. Therefore as the rabbis saw it, brandishing weapons, machines 

of violence, on the Sabbath day, is nothing less than antagonistic to the Sabbath itself 

because it reduces the Sabbath’s ability to bring about the Messianic time.  

 What about the other six days of the week? On those days can we hang our guns on 

our hips and stash rifles in the back seats or trunks of our cars? One would think so, and it’s 

NOT so. Just as the Sabbath is supposed to give us a foretaste, an appetizer, of the 

Messianic time, so, too, are each of the other six days supposed to be infused with a little bit 

of the Sabbath.  

Danny Siegel’s poem is about treating each other as the Messiah waiting to ARRIVE 

or for this Baptist Church, as JESUS poised to RETURN. That poem does NOT take place on 

the Sabbath. We should treat each other EVERY day as if the Messiah is waiting to arrive or 

return, waiting for our act of human kindness to “release” the Messianic time. That’s not like 

those bumper stickers that counsel us to “Perform RANDOM acts of kindness…” To bring 

about the Messianic time we must engage in PURPOSEFUL, premeditated acts of kindness, 

acts that serve to heal our broken world, acts that enable instead of disable, acts that use all 

of our human faculties, not just robotic, non-thinking that gives us, we assume, enough moral 

cover to shoot first and think later. 

 As the Pastor said on Friday evening, the latest event that riveted national attention to 

the scourge of gun violence was, of course, the shooting of 20 small children and six of their 

teachers, the mother of the shooter and the death by suicide of the shooter himself. It’s the 

faces of those little children that aroused the nation’s sympathy and has inspired some 

movement in the gun control arena.  Suddenly many of us realize what Marion Wright-

Edelman’s organization, the Children’s Defense Fund, has been screaming at us for years.  

These statistics were gathered by the CDF for the most recent years available, 2008 & 2009. 



 The 5,740 children and teens killed by guns in 2008 and 2009: 

o Would fill more than 229 public school classrooms of 25 students each; 

o And was greater than the number of U.S. military personnel killed in action in 

Iraq and Afghanistan (5,013). 

 The number of preschoolers killed by guns in 2008 (88) and in 2009 (85) was nearly 

double the number of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty in those years. 

 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates nearly two million children 

live in homes with loaded, unlocked guns. 

 The presence of guns increases the risk of death. Most adolescent suicides involve a 

gun owned by a parent. 

 A study by the Harvard Injury Control Research Center found that 39 percent of 

children interviewed knew the location of their parents’ guns and 22 percent said they 

had handled the guns despite their parents’ reporting otherwise. 

 Children under 10 were just as likely as older children to report knowing where the 

guns were kept and having handled them.  

 Children exposed to gun safety programs are NO LESS LIKELY to play with guns than 

those who are NOT exposed to such classes. 

 In 2008, just over one in four gun homicides with known circumstances was the result 

of a felony where the victim was killed while being raped or robbed or in the course of 

another serious offense. The vast majority of gun homicides, nearly 75%, were the 

result of some other situation that turned deadly, presumably because a gun was 

present.  As the Children’s Defense Fund puts it: “A gun in the home can mean the 

difference between an argument and a funeral.” 



This Watts community, this mostly Black and Latino community, experiences Sandy 

Hook Elementary School and Columbine High School every day!  And it’s because of the 

AVAILABILITY of guns and ammunition. Here’s another great quote from the Children’s 

Defense Fund: “What does it take for a kid to buy a $50 handgun? About $50”  Guns are 

cheap and too available.  

Macedonia Church let me catch you up on something I shared with Beth Shir Shalom 

this past Yom Kippur. When President Ronald Regan was shot, he and his team were 

surrounded by some of the world’s most skilled security personnel, the Secret Service. The 

Secret Service, who were LOOKING for someone who might be there to cause harm to the 

President, couldn’t stop the shooter. The perpetrator, John Hinkley, Jr., used only a handgun, 

not a semi-automatic weapon. He got off 6 rounds…in 1.7 seconds. The President was 

nearly fatally shot, his Press Secretary, Jim Brady, shot in the head was permanently 

disabled and two officers were severely wounded. Don’t tell me that all we need to stop a bad 

guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.  

We Jews and Christians are unabashed Messianic idealists. We are working for a day 

when swords will be beaten into plowshares. We’re trying to live that day now. Selling no 

more assault weapons is a step. It’s not enough for those of us working for the Messianic 

time, not enough because most well-educated guessers estimate that there are already at 

least 3 million assault weapons out there! In biblical terms, we are not commanded to STOP 

SELLING swords, we’re told to destroy them and make them into a life-giving tool rather than 

a death machine. Concentrating only on assault weapons is not enough, not if someone who 

approaches the President who is surrounded by security personnel, who are on the lookout 

for a shooter, can shoot six bullets in under two seconds. The great majority of household 

gun deaths in this country, and accidental deaths and suicides are not by assault weapon. In 

Watts, in most places, the danger to humans from weapons is from handguns. The NRA is 



RIGHT, guns don’t kill people; people do. But …people living in a country where all kinds of 

guns are readily available, can kill co-workers, classmates, a supposed enemy, authority 

figures, family members and themselves much easier. 

And it’s not enough to beat our swords into plowshares. Israeli poet, Yehudah 

Amichai, said: "Don't stop after beating the swords into ploughshares, don't stop! Go on 

beating and make musical instruments out of them. Whoever wants to make war again will 

have to turn them into ploughshares first." Macedonia Church and Beth Shir Shalom, we just 

can’t wait for the Messianic time to come, we must do PURPOSEFUL acts to BRING that 

time, to MAKE that time. As Pastor Scott said on Friday night, it’s time to pray with our legs 

and our mouths and our brains and our hearts and our phone calls and our emails and our 

signs and our petitions. Using a word that Martin Luther King used so well - we must be 

“dissatisfied!”  Better yet, we must ACT dissatisfied!  Dissatisfied until all the guns are 

trumpets and saxophones and drums and violins. 


